
Court Statement March 17, 2016 

I am here because on August 8th I chose with an act of civil disobedience to acknowledge that 
it is now 70 years that we have failed to rid the planet of nuclear weapons, having shown the world at 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, that we can, at will, end the lives of hundreds of thousands of innocent 
civilians in an instant.  Ironically August 8th was also the 70th anniversary of our signing of the 
Nuremberg Principles designating the taking of the lives of innocent civilians to be a war crime, not 
only for the perpetrators, but also for all who are complicit in those acts.  And all of us are complicit in 
the act of the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  We gave our Government our approval. 

 I am sure there are a number of differing opinions in this courtroom.  But a nuclear weapon 
cares nothing for those opinions.  A nuclear weapon would take us all, dissenters and proponents alike.  
Nor will a nuclear weapon defend us from an opponent's nuclear weapon.  The best we could hope for 
is that as we are destroyed we would destroy others.  We would have the satisfaction of knowing 
(however briefly) that as we died we took lots of other innocent people with us.   I ask you, what is the 
difference between that and the mindset of the Columbine or Sandy Hook shooters? 

 We all have a role to play here.  My role is to be the protestor or dissenter.  The prosecutor's 
role is to be the upholder of law and order.  The judge's role is to pass judgment and apply a 
consequence for the infraction.  But we don't all have to adhere strictly to those roles.  Law and order 
demand a consequence, but aside from fines, probation, community service, prison, etc. , my fantasy is 
that a possible and more positive consequence of my action is that we all could set aside our roles and 
consider for a moment that we are all in the same boat.  In a nuclear exchange, we will all go together 
and maybe it is time to stop playing the same tune we've been playing for the past 70 years.  We could 
decide that this system we have set up for keeping law and order doesn't work when that same system 
allows the governments of this world to squander resources needed for the common good, to be used 
instead for mutually assured destruction... our destruction... our neighbors' destruction.  Our system 
allows for someone crossing a green line to risk 6 months in prison, as a way of defending our 
government's right to spend a trillion dollars on research, development and deployment of weapons of 
indiscriminant mass murder.  That's a problematic system in my view. 

 Despite the characterization of me as having contempt for this court, contempt for 
Vandenberg's Base Commander, or contempt for our military personnel, nothing could be further from 
the truth.  The truth is that I love all of you.  Why would I want any of you (or us) to continue to live 
under the threat of nuclear annihilation or to force our brothers and sisters in other countries to live 
under our threat?   To be clear, love is my motivation, not contempt. 

 Finally, I would like to say that, since for the past 20 years I have been active at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base and have been arrested there over 20 times, I have come to know a number of 
prosecutors and I am aware of the times when some have been frustrated at their inability to cause me 
and my fellow recidivists to" find a new hobby."  My hope is that one day they will discover the 
difference between a hobby and a deeply held conviction.  My hope is that one day they will realize 
that punishment is something I am willing to accept not because I like it, but because I care deeply for 
humanity and for our planet.  As my friend Steve Kelly says," the nukes are not going to go away by 
themselves."  We all have a role to play in the effort for nuclear abolition.  I am grateful for mine.
  


